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Increaed exploitation of Indoneia’
foret feared a er preident’ demand
for unretricted invetment
nvironmental activit a the countr i headed down the ame path a
razil under the preidenc of Jair olonaro, who ha moved quickl to
puh policie permi ing greater deforetation of the Amazon in puruit of
economic interet.

A logging truck tranporting rainforet timer in Jami Province, umatra in Indoneia. Image: Rainforet Action Network, CC Y-A 2.0

nvironmental activit a the fear for what’ left of Indoneia’ tropical
rainforet, following a  er call  Preident Joko Widodo threatening action
againt anone hindering invetment in the countr.

The preident’ peech on Jul 14, hi  rt major polic projection ince winning
re-election in a vote in April, emphaied opening up the countr to invetment
and development to oot growth, including a call to expedite the iuance of
permit.

“No one hould e allergic to invetment,” Widodo aid efore a crowd of
thouand at an arena outh of the capital, Jakarta. “Thi i how we create a
man jo a poile. Therefore, anthing that otruct invetment mut e
trimmed, uch a low or complicated permit procee, epeciall illegal levie. e
careful, going forward I guarantee that I will chae, I will control, I will check and I
will eat [them] up if necear! There hould no longer e an otruction to
invetment ecaue thi i the ke to creating more jo.”

The language ued ha raied concern among environmental and indigenou
right activit, who a there are plent of juti ale reaon to oppoe or at leat
low down development project that involve the clearing of foret and cutomar
land.

“He ued threatening diction, uch a ‘cloer’ and ‘thoe who hinder
[invetment],’” Khaliah Khalid, a pokewoman from the Indoneian Forum for
the nvironment (Walhi), told reporter. “And who’ uuall accued of eing a
hindrance to invetment? Indigenou people, environmental activit a well a
regulation deemed to e unaccommodating [to the exploitation of foret].”

Dewi artika, the ecretar-general of the Agrarian Reform Conortium (KPA), alo
aid it wa regrettale that the preident had ued uch language in hi peech.

“It’ not right for a preidential peech to eemingl e  lled with threat,” he
aid. “If people reject infratructure that doen’t mean the reject development;
there’ the iue of injutice. People’ rice  eld are ulldozed and converted into
non-agricultural zone. Thouand of village overlap with conceion.”

Thoe overlap, fed  a lack of clarit aout land ownerhip, have given rie
to hundred of con ict over the ear, mot of them involving land traditionall
occupied  an indigenou or cutomar communit that ha een igned over 
the government a a conceion to a plantation or mining compan.

He ued threatening diction, uch a ‘cloer’ and ‘thoe
who hinder [invetment]’. And who’ uuall accued of
eing a hindrance to invetment? Indigenou people,
environmental activit a well a regulation deemed to
e unaccommodating [to the exploitation of foret].
Khaliah Khalid, pokewoman, Indoneian Forum for the nvironment (Walhi)
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Data from the KPA how there have een at leat 1,771 land con ict etween 2014
and 2018, the  rt four ear of the Widodo adminitration, with 41 people killed,
546 aaulted and 940 farmer and activit facing criminal proecution. Oil palm
plantation accounted for the larget numer of cae, at 642.

ven emiring, Walhi’ head of polic anali, aid Widodo hould e more
enitive to the prolem, given that in the 1970 hi own famil wa evicted from
their home for a riveride development.

“He himelf wa a victim of eviction once,” ven aid. “He could ee the wa evil
invetment work, the one that aren’t friendl to the environment and human
right. ut it eem like that [experience] onl erve a a memor, not a a leon
for Joko Widodo.”

Changing polic tance
Widodo’ call for unimpeded invetment in the countr mark an aout-face from
hi tance in the run-up to the 2014 election that he would go on to win. ack
then, he epoued a largel nationalit platform, in which he aid the government
hould “make it di cult” for foreign invetor to do uine in Indoneia.

ince then, however, he’ had to tone down that tance in a id to make good on
the amitiou GDP growth target of 7 per cent that he’d promied a a candidate.
(Indoneia’ annual GDP growth rate throughout Widodo’ preidenc ha
hovered at 5 per cent.) In April 2015, a ear after winning the election, he invited
uine leader at the World conomic Forum to invet in Indoneia, adding, “if
ou have an prolem, call me.” That ame ear, he iued a regulation on eminent
domain, making it eaier for the tate to requiition land deemed necear for
development project.

A imilar regulation iued in 2017 allow land to e taken over for “national
trategic project,” overriding an exiting zoning deignation. The regulation wa
mot famoul ued to puh through a coal- red power plant in Wet Java
province that had previoul een locked  a local court ecaue the propoed
ite wa deignated a a protected foret.

In 2018, the government iued another regulation, on online permit iuance,
that e ectivel allow uinee to tart operating efore ecuring the required
environmental impact aement and environmental permit. And earlier thi
ear, the government advied palm oil companie not to hare their plantation
data with other partie, including external conultant, NGO, and multilateral
and foreign agencie — depite uch tranparenc eing a requiite for
certi cation under the Roundtale on utainale Palm Oil (RPO).

More recentl, a week efore hi Jul 14 peech, Widodo ordered hi environment
miniter to “cloe our ee [and] iue permit a quickl a poile” to invetor
complaining aout the di cult of otaining licene to exploit foret area.

The preident ha previoul called for immunit for local o cial deemed
reluctant to iue permit for fear of falling foul of anti-corruption regulation. The
national anti-corruption agenc, though, a there can e no exception to the
law for an invetment.

“The environmental apect i a requirement that’ in our regulation, o people
have to compl,” Laode M. arif, a commiioner at the agenc, known a the
KPK, told reporter. “We don’t want invetment that aren’t reponile, and I’m
ure the Preident want the ame thing.”

‘Maladminitration and manipulation’
Activit are quick to note that much of the prolem pertaining to land ownerhip
and foret in Indoneia, including maive deforetation, overlapping permit and
land con ict, tem from the unridled iuance of permit.

Telling the foretr miniter to turn a lind ee to the regulation in order to
expedite the iuance of permit could lead to even more con ict  aring up
throughout the countr, according to Dewi of the KPA.

In 2018, the KPA recorded con ict over a comined 8,071 quare kilometre (3,116
quare mile) of land in Indoneia, dominated  con ict in plantation area (656
quare kilometre, or 253 quare mile) and foret area (540 quare kilometre, or
208 quare mile). The total  gure i up from 5,204 quare kilometre (2,009
quare mile) in 2017.

“Permit [that are iued] with maladminitration and manipulation … with ee
cloed to the fact that there are village and people’  eld have created overlap
and agrarian con ict,” Dewi aid. “Thi i ecaue [the permit iuance] i
demanded to e fat with privilege given to ig invetor.”

In ome province, the comined area of conceion granted exceed the total
land area, according to data from the Mining Advocac Network (Jatam).

“How i it that the land under conceion in at Kalimantan province i larger
than the actual land area?” aid Laode, the anti-corruption commiioner. “What
kind of countr i thi? It’ the ame in outheat ulawei province.”
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Indigenou group in the  ring line
The government ha ought to alla fear aout a torrent of new foret
conceion eing granted, aing environmental regulation won’t e ignored.

“There’ nothing to e worried aout,” aid amang Hendroono, the ecretar-
general of the environment minitr. “ven if we peed up the iuance of permit,
there won’t e permit iued without taking into account [the environmental
apect].”

He added that Widodo’ talk of chaing and eating otacle to invetment
referred to low ureaucrac and red tape.

ut that till leave indigenou and foret communitie in the  ring line, aid
Walhi’ Khaliah.

“Indeed our ureaucrac ha to e reformed, ut not to erve invetor,” he aid.
“ureaucrac hould erve the pulic.”

he cited Widodo’  aghip ocial foretr program, in which the preident ha
targeted ditriuting title to 127,000 quare kilometre (49,000 quare mile) of
land to local communitie, including indigenou group, and reolving land
dipute acro Indoneia. The program ha een hindered  red tape that
uject indigenou communitie to ear of a prohiitivel expenive and
convoluted proce to impl gain the o cial recognition required to e eligile for
the cheme.

Yet palm oil companie can ecure commercial land right in jut three ear, and
own plantation that pan cloe to 140,000 quare kilometre (54,000 quare
mile) in total, Khaliah aid.

“Our ureaucrac till treat people who until now have fallen victim [to land
gra and con ict], where the can’t acce their foret even though the live
there, the ame a companie,” he aid. “Thi make it ver di cult [for people]
to get permit [for the ocial foretr program].”

Walhi’ ven aid he and other critic of the preident’ latet polic
pronouncement weren’t againt greater invetment in the puruit of
development. What the want, he aid, are invetment that account for
environmental and ocial factor and that put local communitie at the forefront
of the econom  giving them acce to land.

“If we want to talk aout invetment, then let them invet in the downtream
ector, and let the people manage the uptream ector,” he aid. “If Joko Widodo
tell [the environment miniter] to cloe her ee, it mean the government i till
talking aout [invetment in] the uptream ector, with land and foret till
eing given to companie.”

He added the preident wa eing “two-faced” on the iue of foret right, having
vowed earlier thi ear that in the cae of overlapping land claim etween
companie and communitie, the latter hould e prioritied, epeciall if the had
occupied the territor for a long time.

“He ha to get rid of hi two face,” ven aid. “Don’t pretend to e nice in front
of people. It’ funn to ee him at one time aing he wanted to peed up the
reolution of con ict, ut in the next few da, he aid he wanted to open up
invetment a wide a poile and to not lock [an invetment].”

Parallel with olonaro’ razil
Khaliah aid there wa a worring imilarit etween the policie epoued 
Widodo and thoe of hi counterpart in razil, another countr whoe rich tropical
foret are under threat.

razil’ Jair olonaro, who took o ce at the tart of thi ear, ha een explicit
aout hi plan to exploit the Amazon rainforet, and to date ha dimantled
environmental protection and intitution, looened control on economic
exploitation of the rainforet, and halted the demarcation of indigenou land.
nvironmentalit a the fear hi policie will clear the path for unchecked
deforetation of the Amazon.

“If there’ no one criticizing [Widodo’ policie], then we could end up like razil,”
Khaliah aid. “He forget that economic growth ha it downide, an
environmental cot that ha to e orn.”

he cited the annual prolem of foret  re, tpicall parked  lah-and-urn
clearing of land for plantation. The 2015  re eaon wa particularl devatation,
reulting in etimated economic loe of aout $14 illion and huge volume of
caron dioxide emiion.

“The cot that the countr and the pulic have to ear i enormou,” Khaliah
aid.

 chooing the ame path that the olonaro adminitration i taking razil,
Indoneia will e at odd with the ret of the world and the gloal agenda of
tackling climate change a enhrined in the 2015 Pari Agreement, he aid.
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tackling climate change a enhrined in the 2015 Pari Agreement, he aid.

“Mae he doen’t undertand that we’ve rati ed the Pari Agreement a a gloal
commitment [to tackle climate change], ecaue he didn’t mention a ingle thing
aout utainale development [in hi polic peech],” Khaliah aid. he cited
countrie uch a China and New Zealand that he aid were moving awa from
economic growth model reliant on the exploitation of natural reource.

“lowl, countrie have tarted to change,” he aid. “The’re not chaing down
economic growth … ecaue thi tpe of development reult in diparit and
environmental detruction.”

A recent government-anctioned report how that if Indoneia continue to
exploit it natural reource  cutting down tree and digging up coal to power it
citie and village, it environment will reach a tipping point eond which the
econom will u er, with an attendant increae in povert and mortalit rate and
a decline in human development.

ut if Indoneia adopt a low-caron development model, the report a, it will
reap ene t that are oth immediate and long lating. Thi trateg would alo
cut the countr’ greenhoue ga emiion nearl 43 per cent  2030, exceeding
Indoneia’ own tated goal.

The planning minitr i expected to incorporate the report in the next mid-term
development plan, which will ecome the countr’  rt green development plan.
The plan, which will ucceed the current  ve-ear plan that expire thi ear, will
center on quantifing the countr’ ecological reource and planning it economic
development accordingl, to prevent the depletion of thoe reource.

“Mae after that peech, the commitment of green development currentl
worked on  the [planning minitr] will diappear completel,” aid Teguh ura,
the executive director of the environmental NGO Yaaan Madani erkelanjutan.
“That’ our igget concern.”

Thi tor wa pulihed with permiion from Mongaa.com.

Thank for reading to the end of thi tor!
We would e grateful if ou would conider joining a a memer of The 
Circle. Thi help to keep our torie and reource free for all, and it alo
upport independent journalim dedicated to utainale development. For a
mall donation of $60 a ear, our help would make uch a ig di erence.

Find out more and join The  Circle 

Caron & Climate  Polic & Finance

Indoneia

activim  deforetation  foret  indigenou  invetment  invetment  palm oil

10. Inequalit  15. iodiverit



   

Related torie

Palm oil, logging  rm the
uual upect a
Indoneia  re  are anew

16 Apr 2019

tate-owned plantation
compan in Indoneia
intimidate, evict and
plant oil palm without
permit

27 Mar 2019

Indoneian candidate  nd
common ground in upport
for palm oil

22 Fe 2019

Indoneia in 2017: A
 ghting chance for peat
protection, ut an
infratructure eatdown
for indigenou
communitie
5 Jan 2018

An co-uine initiativeAia Paci c’ Hu For Collaoration On utainale Development 

CR

New

FOOD & AGRICULTUR

New

POLICY & FINANC

New

CARON & CLIMAT

New

 

https://news.mongabay.com/2019/03/new-report-lays-out-low-carbon-development-path-for-indonesia/
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/06/facing-resource-crisis-indonesia-charts-a-green-development-course/
http://djsn.go.id/storage/app/media/RPJM/BUKU%20I%20RPJMN%202015-2019.pdf
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/07/fears-over-indonesian-presidents-demand-for-unfettered-investment/
https://www.eco-business.com/ebcircle/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Increased%20exploitation%20of%20Indonesia%E2%80%99s%20forests%20feared%20after%20president%E2%80%99s%20demand%20for%20unrestricted%20investment&url=http://www.eco-business.com/news/increased-exploitation-of-indonesias-forests-feared-after-presidents-demand-for-unrestricted-investment/&via=ecobusinesscom
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?s=100&u=http://www.eco-business.com/news/increased-exploitation-of-indonesias-forests-feared-after-presidents-demand-for-unrestricted-investment/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.eco-business.com/news/increased-exploitation-of-indonesias-forests-feared-after-presidents-demand-for-unrestricted-investment/&title=Increased%20exploitation%20of%20Indonesia%E2%80%99s%20forests%20feared%20after%20president%E2%80%99s%20demand%20for%20unrestricted%20investment&summary=
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.eco-business.com/news/increased-exploitation-of-indonesias-forests-feared-after-presidents-demand-for-unrestricted-investment/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://www.eco-business.com/news/increased-exploitation-of-indonesias-forests-feared-after-presidents-demand-for-unrestricted-investment/
https://www.eco-business.com/category/carbon-climate/
https://www.eco-business.com/category/policy-finance/
https://www.eco-business.com/region/indonesia/
https://www.eco-business.com/tags/activism
https://www.eco-business.com/tags/deforestation
https://www.eco-business.com/tags/forestry
https://www.eco-business.com/tags/indigenous
https://www.eco-business.com/tags/investment
https://www.eco-business.com/tags/investments
https://www.eco-business.com/tags/palm-oil
https://www.eco-business.com/sustainable-development-goals/reduced-inequalities/
https://www.eco-business.com/sustainable-development-goals/life-land/
https://www.eco-business.com/category/csr/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/palm-oil-logging-firms-the-usual-suspects-as-indonesia-fires-flare-anew/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/palm-oil-logging-firms-the-usual-suspects-as-indonesia-fires-flare-anew/
https://www.eco-business.com/category/food-agriculture/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/state-owned-plantation-company-in-indonesia-intimidates-evicts-and-plants-oil-palm-without-permits/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/state-owned-plantation-company-in-indonesia-intimidates-evicts-and-plants-oil-palm-without-permits/
https://www.eco-business.com/category/policy-finance/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/indonesian-candidates-find-common-ground-in-support-for-palm-oil/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/indonesian-candidates-find-common-ground-in-support-for-palm-oil/
https://www.eco-business.com/category/carbon-climate/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/indonesia-in-2017-a-fighting-chance-for-peat-protection-but-an-infrastructure-beatdown-for-indigenous-communities/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/indonesia-in-2017-a-fighting-chance-for-peat-protection-but-an-infrastructure-beatdown-for-indigenous-communities/
https://www.thesdg.co/

